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Club Rideshare

“Why I Rideshare”
It was because of a fire closing 

the 91 Freeway four years ago that 
Yvette Torres first tried 
riding Metrolink to get to 
her job at the Sheriff’s 
Department in Santa Ana. 
“That’s the last time I 
ever drove in,” she says. 
“I thought, ‘Why haven’t I 
done this before?’” 

Her ride on the train 
takes about 30 minutes. 
Not only does she save time, but she 
can even grab a nap on the way.

Yvette has continued to ride 
Metrolink during the Coronavirus 
pandemic. “There’s not a lot of people, 
which is good,” she adds. “When you 
walk in, you can tell it’s clean.”

Special Holiday Fares 
On Christmas and New Year’s 

Day, Metrolink will run on its Sunday 
schedule and price—so it’s only 
$10 to travel all day, anywhere 
you need to go on 
Metrolink. 

Thank You to Our Ridesharers 
& Teleworkers!

The results of the annual transportation 
survey that employees filled out in the fall 
are in, and it is good news for the County 
of Orange. At our 10 regulated worksites 
combined, the overall rate of driving alone 
to work is down. 

“This is primarily because of our high 
number of teleworkers,” says Denise 
Van Stratten, the County’s employee 

transportation coordinator (ETC). “That’s one sunny  
spot in an otherwise challenging year.”

The survey looks at the total number of 
commuters, including teleworkers, and 
gives an average of how many people per 
vehicle are arriving at the worksite.  

In 2019’s survey, the average number 
of persons per vehicle was 1.22—or just 
shy of one and a quarter per vehicle. This 
year the rate jumped to more than one and a half people per vehicle (1.53).

That means the County exceeded the target of 1.5 set by the South Coast air quality 
agency, which requires worksites to make efforts to decrease the number of workers  
driving alone. 

Thanks to our ridesharers and teleworkers, the County saved more than $4,000 in 
fees—and has also helped people throughout Orange County enjoy cleaner air. 

Is Your Usual Train Back in Service?
Metrolink last month introduced modifications to its schedule, which it had greatly 

reduced in March due to low ridership. This may mean that if you’ve changed your  
commute because your usual route or time was suspended, you might want to check  

the schedule. It may be back!
See the list of changes at  

  metrolinktrains.com/scheduleupdate.



Email: rideshare@ocgov.com
Phone: 714.834.7600
Web: ocgov.com/hr/rideshare

OC Rideshare Program Office
County of Orange  
Human Resource Services
333. W. Santa Ana Blvd., Bldg. 10, 
1st Floor

Look for Your Perk Pass 
New OC 

Bus Perk 
Passes are 
being mailed this 
month to all OC 
Bus riders. If you 
don’t  receive a 
card in the mail, 
please call the OC 
Rideshare office at 
714.834.7600.

Congratulations Club 
Rideshare  
Winners

We’d like 
to extend a 
big “congrats” 
and thanks 
for ridesharing to 
November winners 
of the Club 
Rideshare 
monthly prize  
drawing of $25: 
•  Connie Martinez, SSA
•  Jennifer Rowe, OCHCA
•  Michael Taylor, Probation

Have You Moved?
If your home 

address, work/home 
phone number or  
email has changed, 
please let the 
Rideshare Office 
know by sending  
an email to  
rideshare@ocgov.com.

  

In Case You Missed It…
With all the chaos of 2020, you may have missed some happenings that could affect 

your commute. As the year winds to a close, here 
are a few things we want to make sure  
you didn’t miss:

Central Orange County got new carpool 
lanes—Carpool lanes opened in both directions on 
I-5 between SR-55 and SR-57. In several locations, 
concrete barriers were removed and lanes 
restriped for continuous access, allowing drivers to 
move freely between all lanes.

Ride Metrolink occasionally to work? Two money-saving 
options became available this past year:

• You can pay for your One-Day, Round-trip passes 
through the Rideshare Office using payroll deduction. 
This allows you to pay for transit costs using pre-tax 
dollars, reducing your taxable income and potentially 
saving you money.

• Metrolink’s new 5-Day Flex Pass saves riders 10% over the  
cost of individual day passes.

An updated bike map helps 
cyclists get around. Not only does 
the revamped OC Bikeways Map 
show bike paths and trails, but it also 
rates them by steepness of grade.  
To download it, click here.

Construction projects are 
ahead of schedule. Taking the 
good with the bad, with so many 
employees switching to telework 
since March, Orange County Transportation Authority 
(OCTA) was able to accelerate construction in many areas. 
When people do return to work, projects like improved 
freeways and new carpool lanes may be closer to opening. 

Find out more about OCTA’s freeway and road 
projects at octa.net.
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