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News for a better commute from the OC Rideshare Office
OC Commuter
     

Turn It In & Win Save With OC Bus 
“Welcome Pass” 

OCTA is offering a special 
pass through Nov. 15 that 
allows riders to save 40%  
over the usual OC Bus fares.

A 5-Day Welcome Pass is only 
$15 (a $10 savings), which gives 
riders five 1-Day passes to ride 
wherever OC Bus goes all day.

The 30-Day Welcome Pass is 
$40 (vs. $69), to be used for 30 
consecutive days once it is redeemed.

If you’d like to keep riding the bus 
after the special promotion has ended, 
you can keep the savings going by paying 
for your passes via payroll deduction 
using pre-tax dollars. This will lower 
your overall taxable income.

Get Discounts with Eat, 
Shop, Play

Sign up to get deals and discounts 
at Santa Ana restaurants, shopping, 
entertainment and more at octa.net/
EatShopPlay. 

You’ll also receive coupons and learn 
about one-of-a-kind events. 

The Eat Shop Play program supports 
local businesses impacted by construction 
along the path of the OC Streetcar.

Complete and turn in the 
Annual Transportation Survey 
by Sept. 3 for a chance to win 
an Amazon gift card.

Please take a few minutes to complete the Annual Transportation 
Survey. Then submit the survey by the Friday, Sept. 3 deadline to qualify to 
win one of 20 $25 Amazon gift cards. 

The survey collects information on how you commuted the week of  
Aug. 9-13. 

It is mandatory for employees to turn in the survey—
whether you’ve been reporting to the worksite or are  
currently working at home.

The County is required to conduct this survey annually to meet clean-
air mandates. Survey results provide data on the rate of ridesharing and 
telecommuting vs. driving alone among employees. The data is also used 
to evaluate how the County is doing in providing commute services to 
employees and helps us identify areas where we can improve. 

The survey should be in your inbox or you can download it here. 
Questions? Contact OC Rideshare at 714.834.7600 or  

rideshare@ocgov.com. 

http://www.octa.net/Welcome-Back/
mailto:rideshare@ocgov.com
https://ceohrs.ocgov.com/rideshare/oc_survey_memo_2021.pdf
http://www.octa.net/Welcome-Back/
https://hrs.ocgov.com/sites/hrs/files/import/data/files/119897.pdf
https://hrs.ocgov.com/sites/hrs/files/import/data/files/119897.pdf
https://hrs.ocgov.com/sites/hrs/files/import/data/files/119897.pdf
http://www.octa.net/EatShopPlay
http://www.octa.net/EatShopPlay


Should You Say “Yes”  
to a RideGuide?

When you fill out the annual transportation survey (see story, Page 1) 
you also have the option to receive a free RideGuide commute planner—
which you can get by checking “yes” to the last question in the survey.

A few reasons you might want a RideGuide…

• It gives you commute options based on where you live, work and your 
work schedule—everything from bus/rail routing to carpools to where to find 
a convenient Park & Ride.

• Even if you’re not ready to rideshare now, it might come in handy if you 
find yourself in need of a way to get to work.

• During the pandemic, many transportation options—especially 
vanpool, bus and rail—were suspended or greatly curtailed. The  
RideGuide will give you the 
most up-to-date options 
so you can see if 
there’s something 
better than what 
you’re currently 
doing.

• You don’t have 
to use it, but it’ll be 
there if you need it.

 
“My Commute”

Shaun 
Sweeney has 
worked at home 
full time since 
2014 in his job for 
the Social Service 
Assistance 
program in 
Orange. 

Yet, for the 
driving he does need to do, he drives a 
fully-electric Tesla Model 3. 

“I got an EV so I could be green for 
going to work,” he says, adding that 
because of the pandemic that didn’t 
happen. He’s still happy with his choice 
of vehicle.

It qualifies to drive on the 91 Express 
Lanes for free or at a discount. He also 
likes that there’s less maintenance. 
“There’s no oil…no internal parts you 
normally replace in a car,” he explains. 
“I get to sit back and relax while it 
charges.”

Shaun was able to qualify for state 
grants and rebates of nearly $10,000 off 
the purchase price. He also received the 
$100 incentive for EVs offered by the 
County.

Labor Day Discount
Metrolink is only $10 to ride all 

day anywhere Metrolink travels on 
Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 6. (Metrolink 
typically runs on Sunday service on 
holidays.)

As always, Saturdays and Sundays 
offer the same bargain rate.

Safety Guidelines for 
Ridesharing

Many employees’ commutes changed in March 2020—whether 
you started working at home, or you didn’t feel comfortable riding 
transit or carpooling at the height of the pandemic. 

Now that the state has officially reopened, more people are 
returning to the commute. Orange County Transportation Authority 
(OCTA) offers an online guide for those employees who want commute 

options but are still uncertain 
about sharing the ride. It includes 
tips and information on health 
and safety measures for OC 
Bus, OC Vanpool, Metrolink 
and OC Flex. 

You can also contact the 
Rideshare Office for help if your 
commute changed and you’d like 
help in finding new options. 
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Get in Gear for Bike Month

http://www.octa.net/Your-Safety-Is-Our-Priority/
mailto:rideshare@ocgov.com
http://www.octa.net/Your-Safety-Is-Our-Priority/
https://www.ocgov.com/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=87715
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TSA Extends Mask 
Mandate for Mass 
Transit

The US Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) currently requires 
that people wear a mask on public 
transportation (and that includes 
vanpools). This will remain in effect  
until at least Jan. 18, 2022.

That means that if you ride the bus, 
Metrolink, Metro Rail or in a vanpool—
for the safety of yourself and other 
passengers—please mask up!

If you have any questions regarding 
this requirement or need additional 
information about TSA procedures 
during the pandemic, visit  
tsa.gov/coronavirus.

Shop Local Along the 
405 During Construction

OCTA is partnering with the cities 
of Fountain Valley, Westminster and 
Huntington Beach on a free program that 
highlights and promotes local businesses 
near construction on the 405 Freeway 
during a major improvement project. 

Know of a local business that can 
benefit from this program? Have them 
check out octa.net/405Forward to 
sign up. 

You can also share your favorite local 
restaurants and retailers and learn about 
specials, discounts and offers by joining 
the 405 Forward Facebook group.

Thinking About 
Going Electric? 

National Drive Electric Week is 
Sept. 25-Oct. 3. 

If you already drive an all-electric or plug-in hybrid 
vehicle, you’ll find ways to get more from the experience. If 
you’ve been thinking of going electric, you’ll find events and 
networking opportunities (many are online) that’ll give you 
information to help you make the plunge. 

Find details and a frequently-updated list of events at 
driveelectricweek.org. 

If You Need a Ride Home… 
As of July 1, the new fiscal year means that if you’ve maxed out your 

Guaranteed Ride Home (GRH) rides, it’s a fresh start—so you may be able 
to claim up to two rides home in the 
coming year. 

If you carpooled, vanpooled, 
rode transit, biked or walked to 
work, the Regional GRH Program 
reimburses you for the trip cost if 
you need to leave work at a different 
time because of an emergency. 

You don’t have to be a regular 
ridesharer or member of the 
County’s Club Rideshare program to 
claim a GRH reimbursement. If you 
shared the ride on the day you need 
a ride home, you qualify.

For more information on how 
GRH works, the types of rides home you can claim and to download the 
ride reimbursement form, click here or contact the Rideshare Office.

DID YOU KNOW…? 
Within 90 days of buying or leasing 

an electric vehicle or plug-in EV you can 

apply to get a $100 bonus incentive 

from the Rideshare Office.

You can also save up to $1,500 

off the purchase price of a qualifying 

electric vehicle or plug-in EV through 

California’s Clean Fuel Reward program. 

https://www.ocgov.com/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=119651
https://www.ocgov.com/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=87715
http://www.driveelectricweek.org
https://cleanfuelreward.com
https://cleanfuelreward.com
https://cleanfuelreward.com
http://www.octa.net/405Forward
https://www.facebook.com/groups/405forward
https://www.tsa.gov/coronavirus


Kids Ride Free on OC Bus
As of September, riders 18 and under can ride free on OC Bus as part 

of a special promotion that runs through the end of February 2022.
The Youth Ride free pass allows them to ride any OCTA fixed-route 

bus in Orange County at no cost during the six-month program.
The pass—which will be available by request from parents—will be a 

physical pass with a magnetic stripe. OCTA will work with local schools to 
distribute the pass. It will also be available in the OCTA store and online.

Email: rideshare@ocgov.com
Phone: 714.834.7600
Web:  https://hrs.ocgov.com/ 

hr-resources/rideshare

OC Rideshare Program Office
County of Orange  
Human Resources Services
333. W. Santa Ana Blvd.,  
Bldg. 10, 1st Floor

A Day to Leave the Car 
at Home

Car-Free Day—a day to find a way 
other than driving to get where you need 
to go—is Sept. 22. Metrolink and other 
agencies will be celebrating. Check 
websites and social media for event 
details.

Introducing…the 10 
Commuter Link

Heading to or from the Coachella 
Valley?

SunLine Transit Agency recently 
launched 10 Commuter Link. This 
express bus service travels between the 
Coachella Valley and the San Bernardino 
Transit Center, where riders can transfer 
to Metrolink and other transit providers.

The 92-mile route travels in time-
saving carpool lanes on the 10 Freeway, 
with five stops.

Find out more at sunline.org.
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Tips for Track Safety
September is Rail Safety Month. Here are a few things from Metrolink to 

keep in mind while near a train track::
• Red lights mean a train is approaching. Never walk around or behind 

lowered gates, and don’t cross the tracks until the lights have stopped flashing.
• It takes the average train traveling at 55 mph more than a mile to stop—

by the time the conductor sees a person or vehicle on the track, it’s too late.
• Be aware of railroad tracks and crossing gates when walking and driving. 

In 95% of rail-related deaths, it’s due to vehicles at train crossings or people 
walking on the tracks.

You can find more rail safety tips at Operation Lifesaver, a rail safety 
education non-profit.

mailto:rideshare@ocgov.com
https://hrs.ocgov.com/hr-resources/rideshare
https://www.sunline.org/services/10-commuter-link-service
http://octa.net/Bus/Fares-and-Passes/Specialty-Passes/Youth-Pass/
https://oli.org



